TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
Baptism of Our Lord
January 9, 9:45am
Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and
celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit,
and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the
rivers . . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the
gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, in bread and wine.
Today’s service is being livestreamed. Those coming forward for Communion will not
appear on camera. Please be mindful that the microphone near the organ is on during the
music, including during communion, and may pick up nearby conversations. For the safety
of all, thank you for wearing a mask while in the building.

Gathering
PRELUDE

O God Beyond All Praising

P.D. Weber

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by
name. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation. Amen.

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are
descendants of the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of
eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen.
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray: Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit
and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Word
FIRST READING
Isaiah 43:1-7
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They
need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name
now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and
God loves them.
1

But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2When
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall
not consume you.3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I
give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you are
precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations
in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from
the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from
the end of the earth—7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.” (NRSV)
The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.
PSALM
Psalm 29
1
Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon
the mighty waters.

4

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of
splendor.
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7
The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the
temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king
forevermore.
11
O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.
SECOND READING
Acts 8:14-17
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was
recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip.
Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands.
14

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of
God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that
they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them;
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. (NRSV)
The word of the Lord, Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL READING
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist
insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And
whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus
is God’s beloved Son.
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
15

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by
saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in

bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved;
with you I am well pleased.” (NRSV)
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY

Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized

*NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,

ELW 304

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The congregation is invited to respond to each petition with hear our prayer.
MUSICAL OFFERING

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

C. Callahan

During worship, we have an opportunity to share some of what God has first given us –
for mission and ministry in this place, and for the care of our neighbors near and far. For
the time being, we are not passing the offering plates during worship. Offering plates are
available as you enter or exit worship, on the table in the rear of the sanctuary or the
front pew by the double doors.
*OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God, Sovereign of the universe. You offer us new beginnings and
guide us on our journey. Lead us to your table, nourish us with this heavenly food, and
prepare us to carry your love to a hungry world, in the name of Christ our light. Amen.

Meal
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, O holy God…Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty
Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION
This meal of forgiveness and grace is for all the baptized. Communion will be served at
the altar rail. Come forward at the usher’s direction, take an empty glass from the gold
tray, receive the bread and wine, and return to your seat by the side aisle, placing your
empty cup in the silver tray. Grape juice and wafers are available by request. Please alert
an usher if you would like to receive communion at your seat.
*BLESSING
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God, for we have feasted on the abundance of your
house. Send us to bring good news and to proclaim your favor to all, strengthened with
the richness of your grace in your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sending
THANKSGIVING AT THE CONCLUSION OF A CALL
Pastor Kerri, on October 5, 2014, we of Trinity Lutheran Church called you to be pastor
in this place…
People of God, members of Trinity, do you release Pastor Kerri Clark from service
as your pastor?
We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together.
*BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness, who rejoices over you, and who calls
you by name, ☩ bless your going out and your coming in, today and forever. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN

God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me

ACS 1084

*DISMISSAL
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

W. Held

Announcements
Pastor Kerri Farewell
Join us after worship today for a small reception in honor of Pastor Kerri. Today is her
last Sunday as pastor of Trinity.
Annual Congregational Meeting
The annual congregational meeting will be held after worship on Sunday, January 16 (or
January 23 in the event of inclement weather). The agenda will include adoption of the
2022 budget and the election of Council members. Those eligible to vote are confirmed
members and adults received by affirmation of baptism who have received communion
and made a contribution of record in 2021 or 2022. Copies of the 2021 Annual Report
were included in the January 5 Weekly Update email, and hardcopies are available on
the table in the rear of the sanctuary.
2022 Offering Envelopes
Offering envelopes for 2022 are available on the table in the rear of the sanctuary. If you
need assistance, please speak with Cindy Workman.
Altar Flowers
Today’s altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the people of
Trinity and our ministry together, by Pastor Kerri.
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